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The family as a whole is of great economic importance by
virtue of its carnivorous species : immense numbers of aphids,
etc., being eaten by these beetles. To take only one example,
that of Chilomenes sexmaculata, which lays about ninety eggs
on the leaves of the cotton plant; it has been estimated that
one of the larvae resulting from these eggs eats about 2,400
cotton-infesting aphids in the course of its existence. The
Epilachnince, when abundant, may do a certain amount of
damage, particularly to Solanacece and Cucurbitacece.
DERMESTIDJE.
Antennae clubbed, concealed in a groove under pronotum.
Head usually with frontal ocellus. Legs short, retractile;
tibiae sometimes with distinct spurs. Tarsi five-jointed,
claws simple. Surface often pubescent or scaly.
This family, which is of moderate size, has a wide distribution,
the greater number of its members, however, inhabiting
temperate regions. Their habits have caused a number of
species to become almost cosmopolitan in range, they being
carried about the world by commerce.
In shape these beetles are oval or oblong, and are of small
size, seldom exceeding 10 mm. in length. They are generally
of a dull black or grey colour and have a covering of fine hairs
or scales, which in some species form a pattern on the elytra.
The antennae, which are short and clubbed, are capable of
being concealed in a groove under the pronotum. In some
species there is an ocellus situated on the frontal portion of
the head. The head is more or less retractile. The apical
joint of the antennae of the males of some species is enlarged.
The larvae, generally, are notorious as being serious damagers
of dried goods such as skins, horns, wool, etc., also cheese and
bacon. The larvae of the genus Anthrenus, of which the adult
beetles frequent flowers, are particularly harmful as ravagers
of collections of Natural History specimens. The appearance
of the larvae is peculiar and interesting, owing to their furry
upper surface, which makes them resemble some of the
Lepidopterous larvae. The head is small, with short antennae
and usually six ocelli on each side. The legs are short, and the
body is covered with a somewhat thin skin, clothed in places